AGRICULTURE AND
RURAL AFFAIRS
HOW WE CAN HELP

Our team reaches across the
country advising farmers and
business owners from East
Anglia to West Wales and the
South Coast to the Scottish
Borders.

HCR’s experienced team of agricultural lawyers are leaders in their field. The team brings together a
wide range of agricultural law expertise from people who understand farming, the needs of farmers
and landowners and what the industry means to you. Our broad range of services benefit a wide
range of rural institutions such as charities, educational bodies and the public sector. Thanks to
our practical approach and knowledge of the industry, our advice is comprehensive, timely, and
relevant. It is delivered with an understanding of the practical and commercial realities of your
industry.

The passion we have for the
rural sector means that the
independent directory, The Legal
500, carries recommendations
for quality of service from clients
and peers for 137 of our lawyers
and 47 of our practice areas.
We are accredited by Chambers
and Partners with two ‘Notable
Practitioners’. Members of the
team are noted ‘Rising Stars’
and we have four Fellows of the
Agricultural Law Association.
We are also on the legal panel
for the National Farmers Union.

Our clients include
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Farmers
Rural property owners including landed estates, institutions, commercial enterprises and
investors
Land based charities
Rural businesses including food processors, agri technology and animal breeders
Pig and poultry enterprises
Horse owners, breeders and equine businesses
Fishing clubs, and owners of riverbank, fishing rights or waterways.

Our rural clients have more than

£700m

worth of development land
in, or under option promotion
agreement or renewable
development.

Agricultural and rural land

Conservation charities and conservation management
Conservation charities and landowners with conservation, environmental or land
management objectives operate in the rural arena, but with a very different approach.
They require tailored advice. We combine our understanding of rural issues with a
practical and inventive approach to ensure business structures and land ownership
reserve all necessary rights.

Our services harness the skills of our specialist Agricultural and Rural Affairs solicitors – all of
whom understand the industry and will focus on your specific situation. We help our clients
preserve, capitalise on and enjoy their most important and valuable assets: their land and
their business. Whether you’re buying, letting, mortgaging, creating rights or selling, we’ll act
swiftly and professionally in your best interests and deliver practical, commercial legal advice.

Development
Tenancies
In rural areas, we deal with everything from cottages
and buildings to land and water. Dealing with tenancies
goes beyond simply drafting the relevant documents.
We consider whether the type of tenancy is correct, the
preservation of a tax position, how this fits with your
entire holding or with likely changes in the industry.
The length of tenancy and the landlord’s rights are also
considered as these can be important to the future of
the business, both for landlord and tenant.
Settled land, trusts and will/estate planning
Many farms and estates include land held in trust or
in settlements, perhaps including heritage properties
or assets. Whatever their size or geography, strategic
advice and preservation of assets, along with
diversification of income are issues for rural landowners
requiring a practical, informed approach.
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We also advise on Lasting Powers of Attorney and the
creation of wills within the context of your business.
These provide a safety net if you become incapacitated.

Renewable technology is a key part of our energy landscape as we seek to lessen our reliance
on more traditional fuel sources. However, the regulation of renewable technology is constantly
evolving as a result of frequent change in the industry. We’ll guide you through complex
development and regulatory issues if you wish to put renewable energy sources in place.

Income diversification
Whether through development, land management
or leisure use, income diversification is high on the
agenda of all rural businesses and landowners. We
will set up the arrangements ensuring you retain the
necessary control however you choose to diversify
– from shooting to glamping. Land management
schemes, biodiversity areas, and carbon capture are
not available to all, but opportunities exist if they can
be tailored to fit with your future plans. We can advise
on the correct way to approach each opportunity
including development of all types, always liaising
with your accountants and land agents.

We advise on Agricultural Property Relief and Business
Property Relief to maximise the benefits to you.

Renewables

The country has an increasing need for housing,
places of employment and other commercial
uses. For the owners of rural land, development is
something that needs to be carefully considered
but can present a substantial opportunity. Whether
you are considering a promotion agreement, option
agreement, hybrid or other development agreement,
we can guide you through the process. We combine
both an understanding of your business with deep
experience in negotiating with promoters and
developers. This means we can anticipate and
overcome the issues you might face and produce the
best result for you and your family.

Regulations, agreements and disputes
We understand and prepare for regulatory change before it affects the industry – keeping
us ahead of developments. Our clients operate within the most heavily regulated sectors of
farming, food, environment and waste. Knowing the industry, our experienced team can help
with any agricultural dispute whether supply contracts, agricultural tenancies, succession claims
or issues with family partnerships.

SERVICES FOR YOUR BUSINESS
Our work covers all aspects of law for individuals, businesses and institutions and our clients are as
diverse as the work we do. We ensure we personalise our service to meet your needs. Our core legal
services are enhanced by an extensive range of specialisations.

£

BANKING AND FINANCE
When you need funding to drive your business forward,
our banking and finance team have the network and
experience to deliver the lending solution best suited to
your company and needs.

COMMERCIAL AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
You may need help with day to day commercial
contracts or agreements, and matters relating to supply
or sales. You might be developing new products or
technology and we can assist with risk management and
asset protection through creative and comprehensive
agreements tailored to your business.

EMPLOYMENT AND IMMIGRATION
We provide a strategic, focused approach towards your
employment issues empowering you to make the right
decisions for your people. Our experience in your industry
helps us provide detailed advice regarding migrant
or seasonal workers and their right to remain or the
consideration of tenants and their immigration status.

INTERNATIONAL
We help ambitious organisations forge paths across
the world. We handle the myriad legal intricacies and
complicated regulations, allowing you to focus on what
you’re good at.

INVESTIGATION, REGULATION AND TAX
If you operate in a regulated environment we can help
you. Our unrivalled experience enables our clients to
deal with investigations and prosecutions undertaken by
the police, the Health and Safety Executive, Companies
House, HMRC, the Environment Agency, local
authorities, professional regulatory bodies, and licencing
authorities. Our advice is insightful, innovative, practical
and client focused.

CORPORATE
Our all-round knowledge of your business and your
objectives can assist through restructuring, merger,
acquisition or sale. Our approach is to give you a very
clear view of the risks and opportunities and provide the
advice you need to make each decision.

RESTRUCTURING AND INSOLVENCY
When you or your business finances are in troubled waters,
we can offer a lifeline. Whatever financial problems you’re
experiencing - directly or through suppliers - we’ll help you
find the best way forward. We can help give you a fresh
start, protect directors and safeguard jobs where possible.
Our team are experts in liaising with all key stakeholders to
achieve the best outcomes.
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